Jdhe Religion'of/All
the Noble Prophets’; 25005 e
Was Islam

By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Qadri




r.,_@Js el el o

The Religion of All the Noble Prophets L2222 Was Islam

By: Mufti Muhammad Qasim Qadri

18 July 2026

The simple meaning of Islam is that a person bows before Allah Almighty,
accepts the command of Allah Almighty, leaves all forms of denial and rebellion,
and adopts obedience.

Islam is the only acceptable religion before Allah Almighty. Fundamentally, Islam
does not only refer to the religion brought by the Holy Prophet .lusasaiziliis
rather, in principle, every religion sent by Allah Almighty is "Islam." This is
because the foundation of every Prophet's call was to accept the guidance sent
by Allah, to obey Him, and to embrace faith in beliefs such as Tawhid and the
Hereafter. All the noble Prophets -S.iuséizizziz were sent with this call. After
the arrival of Sayyiduna Muhammad al-Mustafa Jiz:.s.220 0, the name "Islam”
refers to the fundamental guidance and detailed teachings brought by him until
the Day of Judgment. Now, this is the only path to salvation and success.

It should be clear that the religions of Prophet Miisa ~s.:1-:2 and Prophet ‘Isa
sz were not named "Judaism” and "Christianity" by the noble Prophets
Lisiaize:ls themselves. These names were given by their followers in later
times. Whereas, the Holy Quran refers to the followers of these Prophets using

the terms "Muslim," "Muslimtin," and "Muslimin."

In the light of shar? terminology, the meaning of Islam is the news and
commands brought by the Prophet of Allah -xivaziz from Allah Almighty are
testified to and accepted with heart and soul. It is also commanded to
acknowledge the truth of all these matters. This affirmation of the heart is the
real and terminological meaning of Iman. From this perspective, Iman and
Islam are two names for the same reality. However, there is a difference between
them in terms of language.
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The beliefs and basic principles and commands that remained common in the
teachings of all the noble Prophets -sLzuiséianzziz are collectively called Din.
Some details of the sharias continued to change, but these were actually partial
details of Islam. It was necessary to accept them and act according to them in
their time, as those changing shar? commandments were also the
commandments of Allah Almighty, and Islam is the name of obeying every
commandment of Allah Almighty. Despite partial differences in shar7
commandments, the religion remained the same in its essence: servitude to
Allah Almighty, His tawhid, obedience to His Messengers, and belief in the
Hereafter.

Islam is the name of complete surrender, obedience, and due following. Islam
has always been the only acceptable religion before Allah Almighty, as Allah
Almighty made a very comprehensive and decisive announcement in the Holy
Quran:

RREEC )
Indeed, the only ‘acceptable "religion before Allah is Islam.!

In this blessed verse, Allah Almighty has made it clear that no religion other
than Islam is acceptable to Him. Islam means that a person surrenders himself
completely to Allah Almighty, worships only Him, bows only before Him, obeys
only Him, believes in His Messengers, and accepts the books revealed by Him.

Allah Almighty gave every Messenger < «:iz a sharia along with the
fundamental guidance of Islam. Every Prophet called his respective nation to
worship Allah Almighty and obey all instructions, until Allah Almighty sent
Muhammad al-Mustafa .z:.s.2200 05 as the final Prophet. Now, after the Holy
Prophet Jisusatil s, Allah Almighty will not accept any religion from any
person other than the religion he brought. This is because, in essence, Islam
means following the Messenger sent by Allah Almighty in every age. However,
once the chain of Prophethood was completed through the arrival of the Holy
Prophet .z:us.0220 45, all other paths to Allah Almighty were closed, and only

' Al-Quran, Al ‘Imran, verse 19; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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one path remained: the path of following the Holy Prophet .losaisaizilje.
Therefore, anyone who now chooses any sharia or religion other than the sharia
of the Holy Prophet .i:uis4tili s will not be acceptable to Allah Almighty,
because that other path will no longer be Islam now. The Holy Quran mentions
this in another place as follows:
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And whosoever will desire a religion other than Islam, then that will never be

accepted from him; and he will be among the losers in the Hereafter.!

The fact that the religion of the previous Prophets -sLeisiiziz.212 was Islam and
the religion of the Holy Prophet .z:aaiz4i s is Islam can also be explained in
another way. In a general sense, Islam is the name of that obedience which is
performed according to the teaching and sharia of every Prophet of Allah from
after Prophet Adam ~s.2u.ziz until the Day of Judgment. In this sense, all the
noble Prophets and their true followers were Muslims. However, in a specific
and defined sense, Islam is now the name of the religion granted to the Holy
Prophet .isasaizilfz. After the arrival of the Holy Prophet Jisasaizilifs, all
previous sharias have now been abrogated. Therefore, now only that person is a
Muslim who follows the Holy Prophet .1z:sasaiije.

This is why in the time of Prophet Musa -%<u -2z, his true followers were
Muslims; in the time of Prophet Ts3q ~sivaziz, his true followers were Muslims,
as mentioned in the following verses. However, when the Holy Prophet
asaisadeado de arrived, it became necessary for all people to believe in him.
Therefore, even someone who believes in another heavenly revealed religion,
but does not believe in the Holy Prophet .i;us«izii iz, will not be called a
Muslim.

Now, in the light of the Holy Quran, we mention the noble Prophets
~ivsaznziz and their Islam according to the chronological order of time.

! Al-Quran, Al ‘Imran, verse 85; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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First comes the mention of Prophet Nuah -s<u .z, The Quran states that
Prophet Nith 52421z said to his nation:
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and I have been commanded to be from the believers.”
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This verse signifies that the call of Prophet Nith -.2u14:2 was also the invitation
of Islam, and he himself was among the obedient servants of Allah Almighty.

After this comes the era of Prophet Ibrahim x<n2:iz, who holds an exalted rank
among all the Prophets. Mentioning his Islam and perfect obedience, Allah
Almighty said:
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And remember when his Lord said to him, “Obey”, and he said, ‘I have obeyed
the Lord of all the worlds.”

The term "Muslim, Musalman" has been explicitly stated for Prophet Ibrahim
ioaziz in the Holy Quran. It is stated:

-
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Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian, rather, he was pure from all

falsehood, a Muslim (a believer); and he was not among the idolaters.

Then the dua of Prophet Ibrahim and Prophet Isma‘l stz is narrated,
which further clarifies that their religion was "Islam." Both of them prayed:
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! Al-Quran, Yanus, verse 72; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
* Al-Quran, Al-Bagarah, verse 131; translation from Kanz al-Irfan
3 Al-Quran, Al ‘Imran, verse 67; translation from Kanz al-Irfian
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O our Lord! And keep both of us obedient, and make from our children a nation
that is obedient to You,’!

Moreover, Allah Almighty tells the Muslims about the religion of Ibrahim teiiate:
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the religion of your father Ibrahim. He named you Muslims ®

From this verse, it is clear that the title of "Muslim" is also proven for Ibrahim

PRESPE

In this sequence, the event of Prophet Ya‘qlib -s-=u1+:1= is also worth mentioning.

When his time of passing drew near, he asked his children:
b
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“"My sons,” who will you worship after me?”

The children replied:
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They said, “We will worship your God, and the God of your forefathers Ibrahim,

Isma‘il, and Ishaq, One God; and we are obedient to Him.”™

This verse makes it clear that the original call of Prophet Ya‘qub -x<y-:iz and
his children was also Islam and tawhid.

Prophet Ya‘qiib ~s_iu+:( said to his children:
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“then do not die except as Muslims”*

' Al-Quran, Al-Baqarah, verse 128; translation from Kanz al-Trfan
* Al-Quran, Al-Hajj, verse 78; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan

* Al-Quran, Al-Baqarah, verse 133; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
* Al-Quran, Al-Baqarah, verse 132; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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This will is a proof that the original message in the lineage of the Israelites was
Islam. This clarifies that religion is not just a name for temporary commands,
but it is a continuity of obedience to Allah, which was passed down from
generation to generation.

After Prophet Ya‘qiib ~x<via:iz, the era of Prophet Misa -3z comes in
chronological order. Allah Almighty described the summary of his call also as
Islam, tawhid, and complete trust in Allah Almighty. Allah Almighty says:
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And Musa said, “O my nation, if you have believed in Allah, then place your

1=

trust in Him if you are believers.”

This verse clarifies that the centre of Prophet Miaisa’s ~xLiviaziz call was also
Islam. Faith in Allah Almighty, trust in Him, and bowing in submission before
His commands is the reality of Islam.

Similarly, mentioning the Torah and the Prophets -Livséizziz of the
Israelites, Allah Almighty said:
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We revealed the Taurdt (Torah) in which there is guidance and light. The

obedient prophets commanded the Jews according to it.?

Here, Allah Almighty called the Prophets of the Israelites (\,ﬁ.&m\ww\}, meaning

the Prophets who adopted complete obedience to Allah Almighty. This denotes
that the religion of the Prophets of the Israelites was also Islam.

After this comes the era of Prophet Sulayman -s.zui:iz. In his time, the Queen
of Sheba embraced faith, and the words she spoke also clarify the universal
reality of Islam:

! Al-Quran, Yanus, verse 84; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
2 Al-Quran, Al-Ma'idah, verse 44; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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” She said, “My Lord, indeed I have wronged my soul and I submit, with
Sulayman, to Allah, Lord of all the worlds.™

Here too, the mention is of repenting from disbelief and accepting Islam, and
the Queen of Sheba announced bowing before Allah, the Lord of the worlds,
which in fact is Islam.

Then comes the time of Prophet ‘Isa ~s.<ui.:z. The Holy Quran tells us that the
sincere companions of Prophet ‘Isa -3.<i iz, namely the Hawariyytin, also
called themselves Muslims. Allah Almighty says:

9
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And when I inspired the disciples (hawariyin) to believe in Me and My
Messenger, they said: “We believe, and 'O Tsa, 'bear witness that we are

Muslims.””

This verse is a clear proof of the fact that Prophet ‘Isa ~s.:u+:z and his sincere
followers were also callers to Islam. Their religion was the tawhid of Allah
Almighty, belief in His Messenger, and obedience to His commands.

If all these verses are gathered, this reality comes to surface that from Prophet
Nah a2z to Prophet Ibrahim, Prophet Isma‘il, Prophet Ishaq, Prophet
Ya‘quab, Prophet Miisa, Prophet Sulayman, and Prophet ‘Isa SLinstiaizesiz, the
religion of all the Prophets was one. Some partial details of sharias were different
in some places, but the original religion, meaning servitude to Allah Almighty
and Islam, always remained the same.

Allah Almighty described this fact in Surah Al-Shara’ as follows:

- -2
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! Al-Quran, Al-Naml, verse 44; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
2 Al-Quran, Al-Ma'idah, verse 111; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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He has specified for you the very same path of religion which He emphasized for
Nuh, and which We revealed to you and emphasized for Ibrahim and Miisd and

Isa that establish the religion, and do not cause division therein.’

Similarly, He says:
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O Messengers! Eat from the pure things and do righteous deeds. Indeed I know
all that you do. And surely this religion of yours is one religion and I am your
Lord so fear Me.?

The Holy Prophet .J:sa«izidn s also described this fact. Accordingly, it is
narrated in Sahih al-Bukhari:
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Sayyiduna Aba Hurayrah 224125 reports from the Prophet Jzsasatiin e 'l
am the closest of people to Isa b. Maryam in this world and the Hereafter, and
the Prophets are paternal brothers; their mothers are different, but their
religion is one."

The status of the Prophets as paternal—or consanguine—brothers implies that
their fundamental principles are uniform, whereas the reference to their
mothers being different signifies that their respective legal codes (sharias) are
distinct. In summary, the religion of all the Prophets was one, but some
commandments in their sharias were different. Allah Almighty, according to

! Al-Quran, Al-Shiira, verse 13; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan

2 Al-Quran, Al-Mu’mintn, verses 51-52; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan

? Sahih Bukhari, Kitab Ahadith al-Anbiya, Vol 02, Page 458, Hadith 3443, Dar al-Kutub al-Iimiyyah, Beirut
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His wisdom, gave one commandment in one era and then gave another
commandment based on another wisdom. This is called abrogation (naskh).
One clear example of this is the change of the qibla. Many previous Prophets
Lasiiane:lz, and even Muslims for some time, were commanded to pray
facing Bayt al-Muqdis. Later, Allah Almighty made the Holy Ka‘ba the qibla.
Both commandments were true and mandatory (wdjib) to obey in their
respective times. Acting upon the first commandment was Islam at that time,
and later, acting upon the new commandment became Islam. This shows that
the true essence of the religion is obedience. Whichever commandment Allah
gives at whatever time, following it is Islam. If a person insists on an abrogated
commandment and does not accept the new one, he is not deemed as obedient.

In light of this principle, it should be understood that acting upon previous
sharias was right in their own times. However, when the Holy Prophet
Aasaisaizidu e arrived, the previous sharias were abrogated, and acting upon
them became against the commandment of Allah Almighty. Now, the only
person Muslim in the sight of Allah is the one who follows the Holy Prophet
oasatsazado fe. This is because Islam is the name of accepting complete obedience
to Allah, and Allah Almighty has made it clear by revealing the Quran that
complete obedience to Allah Almighty now means that from the revelation of
the Quran until the Day of Judgment, all people in the world must accept
Muhammad al-Mustafa .z:asadzido e as the final Prophet of Allah Almighty
and accept complete obedience to him. Therefore, whoever deviates from this
will now deviate from Islam, and his religion will not be the religion of Islam,
but some other religion that will not be accepted by Allah Almighty. For this
reason, Allah Almighty said:
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And whosoever will desire a religion other than Islam, then that will never be

accepted from him; and he will be among the losers in the Hereafter.!

! Al-Quran, Al ‘Imran, verse 85; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan
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It is necessary for all humans until the Day of Judgment to accept the religion of
the Holy Prophet .:5.s 4t il iz, because the arrival of the Holy Prophet
oasassadzidnfs was not only for the Arabs but for all humans. The Holy Quran
mentions this fact in several places. Allah Almighty says:

w
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“O people! I am a Messenger of Allah to all of you;"
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The Possessor of Infinite Blessings is He Who revealed the Criterion to His chosen

one that he becomes a warner for all the worlds.?

This subject is also discussed with great clarity in hadith traditions. In Sahih
Muslim, it is narrated from Sayyiduna Aba Hurayrah z:ziice5 that the Holy

Prophet Jisasailn s said:
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"By the One in whose hand is the soul of Muhammad (.iz:45.640002)! Whoever
from this nation hears about me, whether he be a Jew or a Christian, and then

dies without believing in that which I have been sent with, he will certainly be
among the people of the Fire."

In fact, he even said:
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Even if Miisa -¥.2u12:= were alive, there would be no path for him except followin

me.*

! Al-Quran, Al-A’raf, verse 158; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan

* Al-Quran, Al-Furqan, verse 1; translation from Kanz al-‘Irfan

* Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Iman, Page 90, Hadith 153, Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut

* Shu'ab al-Iman, Bab Zikr Hadith Jam al-Quran, Vol 01, Page 347, Hadith 174, Riyadh
10
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In another Hadith, he [isusatiin iz said:

syalspal Bt
I have been sent to every red and black.'

And in another Hadith, he Jzsasaizi s said:
2l il eags dols aeyS Ul ey 1 06

Previously, Prophets used to be sent specifically to their own nation, whereas I
have been sent to all people.?

As a result of this universal prophethood, the Holy Prophet .lo:a:.izilifz sent
letters to the kings of Arabs and non-Arabs, the People of the Book, and the
leaders of various nations, inviting them all to Islam. He Jl:sasaizilnis is the
Final Prophet. No new Prophet can come after him, and no new sharia can come
either. The chain of revelation (wahi) has been completed, and the people have
been granted a sharia that is sufficient for all times and all regions until the Day
of Judgment.

We pray to Allah Almighty to grant us steadfastness upon the religion of Islam.
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! Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Masajid wa Mawadi al-Salah, Page 265, Hadith 521, Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut
? Sahih Bukhari, Kitab al-Tayammum, Bab al-Tayammum, Vol 01, Page 137, Hadith 335, Dar al-Kutub
al-Ilmiyyah, Beirut
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